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CAPE WRATH

S WE HEARD
. S THERE MIGHT
L | BE SOME ORCA

IN THE AREA!

PORPOISE ._ =

WHEN'S THE
LAST TIME | SAW

il A PORPOISE?
S hY

THEY USED To
BE sucH A COMMON
SIGHT, | GUESS |
Took THEM FOR
GRANTED.

NOw, THEY'RE IN A
DECLINE. |T'S JUST A
PORPOISE -BUT IT NEEDS
OUR ATTENTION TOO!

WAIT, TURN AROUND
- THERE THEY ARE!

ONE OF OQUR SMALLEST
CETACEANS AT BETWEEN

[‘4m=-[-9m LONG




WE'RE LUCKY TO HAVE
SOME TRULY CHARISMATIC
SPECIES HERE ON THE
NORTH COAST, AND IT'S
GREAT TO SEE PEOPLE
EXCITED ABOUT THEM!

BUT THERES SO
MUCH MORE WILDLIFE
HERE THAT DESERVES

IS A PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN NATURESCOT
AND SEVEN OTHER CONSERVATION GROUPS;

PLANTLIFE / BUGLIFE / AMPHIBIAN & REPTILE CONSERVAT|ON
:Q BUTTERFLY CONSERVATION / BUMBLEBEE CONSERVATION TRUST
») RSPB / BAT CONSERVATION TRUST

THE MOST VULNERABLE SPECIES ON Shrraid
SCOTLANDS ISLANDS AND COASTLINES PRIMROSE
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I'M WALKING THE
NORTH COAST TRAIL
FROM CAPE WRATH To
DUNCANSBY HEAD
TO SEE THIS WILDLIFE
AND MEET THE g
COMMUNITIES HELPING
TO Look AFTER IT.

THEY WORK WITH COMMUNITIES Hipen 87,

AND VOLUNTEERS TO
PRESERVE THE HABITATS
OF KEY SPECIES, IN OFTEN
DIFFICULT AND RAPIDLY
EVOLVING SITUATIONS,

VISITORS MIGHT S
NOT COME HERE TO
SEE THESE SPECIES-

THEY MIGHT NoT EVEN
HAVE HEARD OF THEM!

BUT THEY'RE STILL
WORTHY OF OUR
ATTENTION AND PROTECTION.




IT'S GETTING
~' DARK! DURNESS
# 1S JUST UP AHEAD, |
= SHOULD STOP THERE
~\ FOR THE NIGHT...

ITS A
CORNCRAKE! WHAT A DISTINCTIVE SOUND-
IT REALLY DOES SOUND LIKE

i A - RUNNING YOUR FINGERNAIL
ALSO KNOWN IN SOME AREAS] ALONG A Coms!

ASTHE "NJUT TY
{ NOISEMAKER!”

THERE'S A LEGEND THAT THE
CORNCRAKE MAKES THLIS SOUND
WHILE LYING ON ITS BACK,

OF COURSE, THEY REALLY DO IT TO FIND
A MATE. IT'S ALMOST ALWAYS THE E

: MALES YOu'LL HEAR, CALLING OuT FOR

" A FEMALE - THE FEMALES ARE QUIETER!

USING ITS LARGE FEET
TO HOLD UP THE SKY.

UNFOR TUNATELY, SoME

©OF OUR MOST PROLIFIC
PREDATORS HAVE ALSo
LEARNED To TRACK THE
CORNCRAKE BY ITS SounD

A BIGGER THREAT THAN
PREDATION, THOUGH, IS THE LOSS
OF HABITAT CAUSED BY INTENSIVE
AGRICULTURE, AND THE PHYSICAL |
THREAT OF THE LARGE MACHINES
THAT COME WITH IT,

TN THE LONG GRASS.
THEY CAN'T FIND EACH
OTHER EASILY BY SIGHT
= AND 1'M NOT LIKELY
To SEE ONE, EITHER,

CORNCRAKE NUMBERS
HAVE BEEN DECLINING SINCE
THE EARLY 20™ CENTURY, WHEN
MECHANISED MowING BECAME
ComMmmon PRACTICE,

THEY PREFER TALL
VEGETATION THAT HIDES
THEM AND THEIR NESTS
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DELAYING MOWING UNTIL AS LATE AS POSSIBLE
IN THE SEASON IS IDEAL, AFTER THE LAST CHICKS
HAVE MATURED ENOUGH TO BEGIN THEIR JOURNEY

\T° AFRICA!

THEY ACTUALLY UNDERTAKE
ONE QF THE LONGEST

MIGRATIONS OF ANY BIRD,

ONLY 40 DAYS AFTER THEY

WHAT, DID
YOU THINK
THESE DUMPY
LITTLE BIRDS
CoUuLDPN'T

" o
SAARANA

Firr

s

IN THE PAST, PEOPLE BELIEVED THAT THE CORNCRAKES'
DISAPPEARANCE OVER WINTER WAS BECAUSE THEY HIBERNATE
- UNDERWATER, OR UNDER THE MUD!

TN SOME VERSIONS OF THE myTH., AFTER WINTER THE
BIRDS WOULD EMERGE TRANSFORMED INTO A D AGUE

- THE FACT THAT THERE'S 50 MUCH FOLK BELJEF
AROUND THESE LITTLE BIRDS COULD BE A HINT
AT HOW COMMON THEY ONCE WERE.

IN DURNESS, LOTS OF PEOPLE SEEM QUITE
NOSTALGIC ABOUT CORNCRAKES. IT'S THE
ONLY REMAINING PLACE ON THE MAINLAND
WITH BREEDING PAIRS, BUT THEY USED TO BE
MUCH MORE FAMILIAR ...

THEY USED TO KEEP
ME UP AT NIGHT!
WHAT A NUISANCE...

| MISS THEM..

| REMEMBER
SEEING ONE OF
THEIR LITTLE
CHICKS BLOWN

THEY USED TO BE
COMMON ENOUGH

OVER IN THE
EOPLE T

FOR PEOPLE TO WIND, LIKE A WEE
EAT THEM! :

MRS BEATON HAD A
RECIPE FOR "ROASTED
LAND-RAILS. AS THEY WERE
COMMONLY CALLED!

TUMBLEWEED! (I
' SO CUTE. L



IT'S SAD TO THINK THAT
CHILDREN GROWING UP IN
DURNESS TODAY PROBABLY
WON'T HAVE HEARD

A CORNCRAKE!

BUT THEY ARE
LEARNING ABOUT
THE BIRDS, AND IN
THE PAST THEY'VE
HELPED WITH
CONSERVATION WORK

FOR THEM!

(rMusT
HAVE BEEN 1/ :
FUN!) O QoCKLEAg |
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IN 2003, DURNESS
SCHOOL PUPILS HELPED
TO TRANSPLANT
NETTLES TO PROVIDE

MUCH NEEDED EARLY
COVER FOR CORNCRAKES'
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wow, THE LOCH ' | MIGHT JUST DIP
LoOKS SO INVITING MY FEET IN...

IN THE SUN!

THERE ARE 50
MANY! | DON'T
WANT To STEP

URGH, THAT e Ly ¢ Ao, — ON THEM...
TICKLES! aBLl > B '

IS IT SEAWE-

AH!

EUROPEAN EELS HAVE

BeeN NOTORIOUS

FOR THE LEVEL OF
MYSTERY AROUND
THER MIGRATION! /)

HISTORIC FIGURES
FROM ARISTOTLE TO

FREUD WERE
" FASCINATED BY THEM

WHY A NEN? «e "' saol..v THEIR PoPULATION
oo el O e e
, way SucH AWIDE 53#‘ - lt) 957 ast 20 vEARS,
VMIAHDN MO . .  GVERFISHING, CLIMATE
viny Haven's WE P '::" 3\ CHANGE, PuvsicAL BasriErsf (1
seen THE AND HABITAT Loss .

\
Snﬁ_izlf:ﬁb? ARE MATOR THREATS.

Tis
‘m 30 SAD To THINK THAT $o

ESE VULINERABLE SPECIES Coupp o OF
: BEFORE 8¢

QUES?. "L O‘JQ

A STONE IN TS mw“"" .
RINGS A BIT LIKE A TREE!




MOST PEOPLE WALKING
THIS TRAIL lwouLl HAVE No
|DEA THosE EELS ARE THERE!

| CAN'T S5TOP THINKING ABOUT THEM!
THERE WERE So MANY. You CouLD BE
FoRGIVEN FOR FORGETTING THAT
THEIR POPULATION |5 S0 AT RISK.

1’M SURE LoTs OF PEOPLE STILL

THINK OF THEM AS COMMON-AFTER

ALL, THEY USED TO MAKE UP AS

d MucH AS 50X OF TOTAL FISH
STOLKS IN S0ME BODIES OF WATER

/ p G Rt >
X/} SPEAKING OF
ANIMALS WE TAKE

£ FOR GRANTED!

FROGS ARE FAMILIAR
GARDEN FRIENDS FOR

MOST PEOPLE-
THEY'RE CALLED

| NEARLY
STEPPED oN

BETWEEN WATER SOURCES LOOKING TO
FORAGE, BREED, OR HIBERNATE., To DO
THAT THEY NEED SAFE, SHELTERED

ROUTES. MODERN STREETS AND TIDY
4 GARDENS ARE TOUGH FOR THEM TO
GET AROUND!

BUT EVEN
THEY ARE FACING SOME
NEW THREATS! -

—

£ THE LACK OF WATER SouRCES AND
“s8 SHELTER LEAVES THEM VULNERABLE
TO DEHYDRATION, PREPATION AND
DISEASE (DUE To OVERCROWDING
IN THE FEW AVAILABLE PoNDS)

PRSSABLE
Y ““wm.l..s

AND YOU DON'T HAVE TO DO IT
ALONE. GARDENING FOR WILDLIFE
LIKE FROGS CAN BE S0 MUCH MORE ~
EFFECTIVE (AND ENTERTAINING) WHeN You) £/

GET YOUR COMMUNITY £k INVOLVED! ‘ i |

LT

SOMETIMES, THE PROBLEMS
FACING OUR WILDLIFE cAN
FEEL INSURMOUNTABLE...
! - Y i 1 A Dk o | o
JUST WAY TOO BIG AND COMPLEX
FOR ORDINARY PEOPLE To DO
ANYTHING ABOUT ALONE!
- S A e S T

W-,_ e

BuT IN THIS
CASE, THERE
ARE LOTS OF
LITTLE THINGS
THAT ANYONE
WITH A GARDEN
OR OUTDOOR
SPACE cAN DO.




1455







THERE ARE SO MANY
RABBITS!

-

.}

AH, | SEE WHAT
YOU'RE AFTER.

K
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m near BRRR GLEBE

Wy, BUMBLEBEE MEADO

MANAGED SINCE 2006, THIS
WILDFLOWER PATCH 15
A HAVEN FOR NATURE!

WHITE TAILED
BumBLEBEE

WHITE TAILED

N RECORDED He h ' Bmm.zaz

= RE'I

BROKEN - BELTED
BUMBLEBEE



THE ONE I'M MOST EXCITED
TO LOOK FOR 1S THE

GRERT

ZoA NG ourilceiE

PRODUCE SMALL
COLONIES
oF 20-50
WORKERS

! L WHICH 1S NOW FOUND ONLY ON THE NORTH
/ /// f COAST, ORKNEY AND THE HEBRIDES.
" "{/ffaﬁ. /™  THEY'RE ONE OF THE COUNTRY'S
'\ i””; ' /- RAREST BEES, HAVING SUFFERED AN
\ i : i “° DECLINE IN DISTRIBUTION IN
/) 8 © /o THE LAST CENTURY.

\‘ N

BomBuS "
DISTINGUEN, DUS

GREAT YELLOWS ARE PARTICULARLY
ASSOCIATED WITH A UNIQUE CoASTAL

HABITAT CALLED MACHAIR, A SANDY
FLOWER-RICH GRASSLAND, AS WELL AS
MANAGED LOW-LYING WILDFLOWER MEADOWS.

THESE AREAS HAVE DECLINED

e Pl GREATLY BECAUSE OF INTENSIVE

Wi

SRRy

TR A R o i A\l FARMING PRACTICES AND
'-'.',1’%'.?}2}?"'_‘:,ﬁ}lllu_ﬂ."ﬂiI o o A ﬁ UNMANAGED GRAZING
soepll 1 ST b T SMA N

Wi : S MALL CHANGES |
% e %%"”""“ﬁ“"l'u THESE PRACTICES CouLD

MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE

LEAVE CUTTING
FIELDS UNTIL
LATER IN THE YEAR
. L

IT’S FUNNY, BECAUSE THESE ARE THE EXACT
CONDITIONS THAT BENEFIT THE CORNCRAKES UP
WEST! IT JUST Goes TO SHOW THAT THESE
oy i THINGS DON'T WORK IN ISOLATION = WHAT BENEFITS
‘ Ry ONE SPECIES OFTEN BENEFITS OTHERS TOO.
LEAVE SOME AREAS
UNTOUCHED TO PRESERVE

THE ABANDONED RODENT
NESTS THAT THE BEES USE

GREAT YELLOW HABITAT IS NOwW LARGELY

« Fr

13
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RESTRICTED To AREAS WHERE TRADITIoNAL
CROFTING METHODS ARE STiLL PRACTICED.

THIS SOUNDS

Mt
-_m::; }:{.‘, T ‘[‘ k
LESS INTENSIVE .
GRAZING LIMITED | slflfe iAo e FAMILIAR...
To PARTICULAR Lol
TIMES OF yEAR | 0™

|1 i




AND 1T'S FOOD FOR
THOUGHT THAT TS NOT
JUST THE THINGS WE DO
THAT CAN HURT A SPECIES,

BUT ALSO THE
THINGS WE DON'T Do.

WILDFLOWERS DO BEST IN NUTRIENT
POOR SOIL. LEFT To THEIR OwWN DEVICES,
WITHOUT PROPER MANAGEMENT...

THE PLANTS WOULD BIODEGRADE AFTER
DYING OFF AND FERTILISE THE EARTH...

e —
l AND THE NECTAR-RICH FLOWERS WoULD

EVENTUALLY BE OUTCOMPETED BY
VIGOROUS LEAFY PLANTS AND GRASSES.
aond .

A GREAT HABITAT

EVENTUALLY You'D
END UP WITH MORE OF A
WOODLAND THAN A MEADOW.

NOT IDEAL FoR GREAT

FOR SOME SPECIES, BUT

YELLOW BUMBLEREES /U

IN 2024 A BOOM IN THE
RABBIT POPULATION
MEANT THAT THESE
ADORABLE LITTLE MONSTERS [ |

ATE

A MoST OF THE wiLOFLoweRS {4
AT FARR GLEBE.

AND LEAVING A
MEADOW UNTENDED ...

S CAN MEAN LEAVING
IT VULNERABLE TO
OTHER THREATS!

%

” 0" INSTALLING ANTI-RASEIT

FENCING HAS HELPED, BUT

0 ’ THE BATTLE DOESN'T END !
(«,. |

e ‘

9
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MEADOW MANAGEMENT NEEDS
TO BE ONGOING- IF I'D VISITED IN
EARLY AUTUMN, THE COUNTRYSIDE
RANGERS MIGHT HAVE ROPED ME
IN TO SOME WORK.

AFTER THE FLOWERS HAVE
SET SEED, ALL THAT EXTRA
MATERIAL HAS TO BE CUT

AND REMOVED.

IT'S HARD WORK,
BUT IT’S WORTH IT!



THERE 15 SOMETHING YOU
CAN DO FOR THE BEES WHEREVER
You ARE! ‘BEEWALK' 15 A CITIZEN
SCIENCE PROTECT RUN B8Y THE ,
BUMBLEBEE CONSERVATION TRUST.

&NV@NE CAN TAKE PART- fT=

Mj’UST NEED TO PICK A
“TRANSECT - A |-2km FIXED
ROUTE - AND WALK ALONG IT
ONCE OR TWICE A MONTH,
THEN TELL BEEWALK
How MANY BEES

YOU'VE SEEN!

LETS Go on

TRY To AVOID GOING OUT www.beewalk.ord.uk/resources
ON REALLY WET OR WINDY

DAYS - | Know), EASIER SAID

DON'T FORGET
SOMETHING TO
WRITE WITH!

; IT'S £ GOOD IDEATO
L= ' B TAKE A CAMERA 50 |F

Yo Ri Bi
PAY ATTENTION B o e h s
TO YOUR s

T,
Wi 33 o W
RECORDING BOX e
“A DEFINED AREA AHEAD OIS

OF YOU. RECORDING BEES ONLY
WITHIN THIS SPACE REDUCES THE

CHANCES OF DOUBLE-COUNTING!

-

WSV i Y
W 2m To EAcH siDE ¥

[P e T Y M Tl i
s BAC ik UP To SEI - 33
IF YOU'RE BEE - WALKING IN A GROUP, ASSIGN ROLES! SPOTTER X “anyrwine ToE
UPFRONT | sporreamsses | P HELPERS-BRiNGING
To SeE BEES A GUIDE CAN BE USEFUL!

g

Y Like A RANGER,
THEY MIBHT TAKE
ALONG A NET

IDENTIFYING

BEES

2 OFF THE GROUND

RECLORDER To
KEEP TRACK OF ALL
THE BEES You COUNT!

f YOU CAN ONLY
§ TRY YOUR BEST
TO IDENTIFY

- Ny e
Cammsn BAOKEN-BELTED  GREAT YELLOW RED TRILED
CARDER BEE BLUMBLEBEE BUMMBLEBEE BUMBLEBEE

IT'S NOT
ALWAYS EASY!

£y

'

REALITY |[ExPECTATION

SUBMIT YOUR BEE
COUNT AND RECORD
THE DATA WITH THE

‘-‘,ﬁf M Il | BEEWALK suavey
= » | SCHEME. IT WiLL

ForRM PART OF A

BIGGER PICTURE OF

BUMBLEBEE
e JPOPULATION CHANGE
EVEN IF You
/) Don'T sEeA
= /1 SINGLE BEE,
THAT DATA IS

e

1
3
%

o
N
4

> /" AND HEY,
IMPORTANT! YOU'LL HAVE
HADANICE |/

WALK TOO!

RESIDENTIAL AREA «= il




IN THE ABSENCE OF TRADITIONAL
AGRICULTURE, MEADOW PROTECTS LIKE

FARR GLEBE Are onvy
PossIBLE WITH AN ONGOING EFFORT
FROM THE LocAL COMMUNITY.

YOUNG PEOPLE FROM NEARBY
FARR HIGH SCHOOL HAVE HELPED

BY RAKING UP DEAD VEGETATION
AND LEARNING ABOUT THE

IMPORTANCE OF THE BEES.

THEY CREATED CHARACTERS AND COMICS
AS A RESPONSE TO WHAT THEY'D LEARNED

ABOUT GREAT YELLOW BUMBLEBEES!
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THIS 1S A CHANGE OF SCENE!
I THOUGHT I'D STEP AWAY FROM THE COAST
TO EXPLORE BORGIE GLEN, A WALKING TRAIL
WITHIN A MODERN COMMERCIAL FOREST. THIS

PART OF THE WOQD 1S MIXED, WITH SCOTS PINE
AND BIRCH TREES DOTTED THROUGHOUT...

SOMETIMES WORKING FORESTS
LIKE THIS ONE CAN FEEL A BIT BLEAK,
BUT IF You TUST Look A LITTLE

CLOSER YOU’LL FIND A WHOLE

OTHER WORLD TO EXFPLORE!

THESE ARE LICHEN,
A GROUP OF PIONEER SPECIES
; YOU CAN FIND ALL OVER THE j
J§ PLACE! LICHEN SPECIES CoveR 87. OF THE }
SURFACE OF THE EARTH AND WILL
GROW ON PRETTY MUCH ANYTHING,
0 t&i:EN FRom TREES AND SoiL TO
o _T_T_'-E) BRICKWORK AND BONES.
SOME SPECIES CAN LIVE IN
VERY INHOSPITABLE PLACES...

¢
oo, CHEN

‘g,
JT T e a cure FO°




THeY'VE EVEN
. SURVIVED IN OUTER

SPACE!

OTHER SPECIES
; ARE MORE PICKY AND
{ VULNERABLE To SMALL
CHANGES IN THEIR
ENVIRONMENT.

THEY CAN ACT AS AN INDICATOR SPECIES,
TELLING US A LOT ABOUT AN AREA'S AIR GUALITY
AND STABILITY AS A HABITAT. NEXT TIME YOU'RE
! QUT FoR A WANDER, TAKE A MINUTE TO ZOOM

IN AND SEE How MANY KINDS YOou CAN SPOT!

M p s W
PARTICIPANTS IN DUNNET FOREST'S
GREEN GYM WERE INSPIRED BY LICHEN TO
CREATE THEIR OwWN LICHENOUS BEAST —
CAN YOU SPOT THEM ALL IN THIS WooD?

RS



\WOW, THE DIFFERENCE IN THE
WEATHER AWAY FROM THE SHELTER
OF THE FOREST 15 wiLD!

/

7 You KNOW, WHEN YOU
LOoK UP CLOSE, EVEN THE ' >
SHORT GRASS HERE IS LIKE

A MINI-MEADOW! i




THERE'S SOMETHING REALLY

I THINK I CAN
SEE ONE OF SCOTLAND'S
RAREST PLANTS..

CLASSIFIED AS
"NATIONALLY RARE"

RS BETWEEN

OXVTROPIS
HALLERD

A PERENNIAL

PLANT, MEANING
THAT IT COMES

BACK YEAR
AFTER YEAR

A MEMBER OF
THE FABACEAE (LEGUME)
FAMILY ALONG
WITH BEANS AND PEAS!

GROWS IN
COASTAL AREAS

AND ON SOME
MOUNTAIN TOPS

IN THE UK

PINNATE LEAVES ™

THE PLANTS GAELIC NAME

* CLE[TERG-GHER
CHORCR)

WHICH TRANSLATES TO "SHARP-SPURRED
PURPLE FLOWER"=- THE "SPUR’
IS A PROTRUSION oN THE
LOWER KEEL PETAL f
WHICH CAN HELP YOU C
TO IDENTIFY /7

INSTEAD OF ONE 816 LEAF!

* “PINNATE” LEAVES HAVE MULTIPLE
PAIRS OF LEAFLETS ALoNG A STALK,
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IT's IMMEDIATELY DISTINGUISHABLE
FROM THE SURROUNDING FLORA BY THE
DISTINCTIVE SILVERY COLOUR OF ITS LEFNE

_— BUT THE PLANTS THE
= | ARE VERY Low GROWING -
— i —— MOST OF THEM DON'T =

EVEN HAVE FLOWERS. 4 _ -
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S\ THESE GRAZED
{/ PLANTS LOOK A BIT

| THINK | SEE
THE CULPRIT!

You
AGAIN!

| BET | CAN UP THERE }
FIND SOME BIGGER
SAMPLES IF |

WALK ALONG

THE BEACH...




PURPLE OXYTROPIS THRIVES IN EXTREME
CONDITIONS LIKE THESE CLIFF EDGES

THE CONSTANT EROSION AT THE EDGES OF THE AND MAKES IT HARDER FOR GRAZING ANIMALS TO REACH
CLIFF REDUCES COMPETITION FROM OTHER PLANTS... THEM, CREATING AN IDEAL ENVIRONMENT FoR THEM

ToGROW/!

AwAY FROM THE SAFETY OF THE CLIFFS,
PURPLE OXYTROPIS IS VULNERABLE TO BOTH

UNDER anp OVER &RAzING,

50 DESPITE DOING WELL
LOCALLY IN PLACES LIKE THIS,
ITS DISTRIBUTION IS
REALLY NARROW, LIMITED
TO CLIFFS AND MOUNTAINS.

%/ HAVING SUCH ISOLATED
POPULATIONS REDUCES
THE PLANTS' GENETIC
DIVERSITY AND, THEREFORE,
ITS RESILIENCE

SUCH AN UNASSUMING WEE PLANT,
BUT I'M SO LUCKY TO HAVE SEEN IT!




LoOKS LIKE ANOTHER
Gocp PLACE FOR
A PADDLE...

/ THERE'S AnOTHER
GREAT BEACH JUsT

A BIRD WHICH VERY
MUCH DESERVES ITS
NICKNAME, THE

SWALLOW oF
THE S

‘!Q o

\k\goooooo

SH_

N”"’Oﬁr POINT OF
”f . TTWNE ]

THEIR PROTECTIVENESS HAS BEEN
USED BY CONSERVATIONISTS AS A
DETERRENT TO DOG-WALKERS IN
AREAS WHERE BIRDS ARE NESTING-
EXPERIMENTATION WITH SIGNAGE
HAS SHOWN THAT PEOPLE ARE MORE
LIKELY TC PAY ATTENTION IF IT FOCUSES
MORE ON THE THREAT TO THEIR DOGS
THAN To THE ARC.;IC TERN NESTS!

WE'VE ALSO

TRIED SOME MORE
CREATIVE APPROACHES ToO
GET THE TERNS TO CHOOS
PROTECTED SITES

‘_4__,__,_—--" TO NEST IN SAFELY..

GIVE BIRDS A S“FEW“Y
pLACE To NEST A
L FROM ANY FQQTFALL
AND LAND-BASED
PREDATORS
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THIS IS AN ICONIC
CAITHNESS SIGHT!

-. ..‘. :-,.- 5 . E i - |
' o . : 9 % ' PREZICRY SRR . R ’:::}:Qd Q:Q;Qt'
: 4 LoOK FLOWERS IN MAY,
e —— CLOSER! THEN AGAIN FROM
1 b A \ i } TULY-AUGUST
AND HERE'S , il N\ X

ANOTHER ONE! TS

NATIONALLY
SCARCE

FLOWER |

Bmm N
DIAMETER

AN x R ""&\ “%’;M

W
L

THE COASTLINE AROUND HERE
| 1S ONE OF A TINY NUMBER OF
L § PLACES YouU CAN FIND THIS
L DIMINUTIVE WILOFLOWER

ar~ £

USED AS THE
ORIGINAL EMBLEM
OF THE SCOTTISH
WILDLIFE TRUST

THEIR RANGE IS
NOW LIMITED TO
A FEW PLACES

IN CAITHNESS,
SUTHERLAND
AND ORKNEY

THEY'RE
CONSIDERED
THE COUNTY
FLOWER OF

CAITHNESS!




< ON THE CAITHNESS "
~ « COAST WILDLIFE BUTTS &
< UP AGAINST INDUSTRY AND ‘et
' AGRICULTURE,AND THE RELATIONSHI
BETWEEN THE THREE AREN'T ALwWA

'HARMONIOUS,,

T VAN

A

BUT THROUGH THE ACTIONS OF A FEW DEDICATED GROUPS AND INDIVIDUALS,

THERE'S STILL A FUTURE FOR THESE VULNERABLE PLANTS!

KAREN'S GROUP TRANSLOCATED AS
MANY PLANTS AS POSSIBLE TO A SITE
100m DOWN THE COAST, WHERE OTHER

n SCOTTISH PRIMROSES

WERE ALREADY GROWING,

-

Al
%V;& T

i = .-—_ ' “ — :
O N L ook ,!
B Yy, =5 ,.*k_
IN 2011 BOTANICAL FIELD WORKER KAREN BELL WAS
INVOLVED IN A PROTECT TO RESCUE A COLONY OF SCOTTISH

PRIMROSES FROM AN AREA THAT WAS ZONED FOR DEVELOPMENT:

5 - )
=P a e e i i

THE ORIGINAL SITE MARKERS CAN STILL BE SEEN |
WHERE THE PLANTS WERE TRANSLOCATED!

| e MOVING THEM INTO A SAFE, FENCED OFF
AREA PROTECTED THEM FROM CONSTRUCTION WORK.
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THIS PART OF THE COAST 1S THE
IDEAL ENVIRONMENT FOR THE

THEY THRIVE IN EXPOSED
COASTAL AREAS, WHERE THE

', | SALT SPRAY FROM THE SEA INHIBITS

SCOTTISH PRIMROSE. W | THE GRowTH OF OTHER PLANTS

T '
¢ BEING SO TINY THEY'RE EASILY OUTCOMPETED,
| 50 THIS SUPPRESSION OF MORE VIGOROUS SPECIES 15 CRUCIAL!

COMPETITION IS ALSQC KEPT
DOWN HERE WITH TARGETED
GRAZING BY A NEARBY

HERD OF SHEEP!

OVERGRAZING IS A MASSIVE
ISSUE FOR SOME SPECIES, S0 IT
CAN FEEL COUNTERINTUITIVE
TO ENCOURAGE GRAZING HERE,

BUT A HARMONY
CAN BE STRUCK!

THESE SHEEP GRAZE THIS
AREA IN A CONTROLLED wWAY,
TO KEEP DOWN AGGRESSIVE PLANTS
LIKE GORSE AND ALLOW THE
SCOTTISH PRIMROSES TO FLOURISH!

IT'S A GREAT EXAMPLE OF
SOME OF THE COMPLEXITIES
AROUND CONSERVATION!
COLLABORATION IS 50 KEY,




WHY CONSERVE SOMETHING
LIKE THE SCOTTISH PRIMROSE, ,

ABOUT CONSERVATION

¥ NATURAL SELECTION ISN'T 50
_ \ NATURAL WHEN THE REASONS
LIKE, WHATS WA . ARE MAN-MADE!

THE LOSS? : /
PANDAS AREN'T HELPING !

THEMSELVES, ARE THEY?
LIMITED DIET, WON'T BREED?
SCOTTISH PRIMROSES ARE THE SAME, {1y
THEY'RE SO DELICATE- ISN'T IT JUST j L. e DON'T WE HAVE A

NATURAL SELECTION? RESPONSIBILITY

To PRESERVE BIODIVERSITY?

ECOLOGIES ARE COMPLEX
AND OUR UNDERSTANDING OF THEM

.
IS ALWAYS EVOLVING, BEES ARE GREAT

BUT IT's NoT A/ /
ABOUT BEes, 4

AND THIS IS THE ONLY
PLACE IN THE WORLD You
CAN SEE THEM! .
. e SCOTTISH PRIMROSES HAVE
A PLACE IN OUR CULTURAL
IDENTITY - THEY'RE PART

oF OuR HERITAGE

ONE OF THE BEST THINGS YOU CAN DO AS
AN INDIVIDUAL FOR SCOTTISH PRIMROSES IS TO

TALK ABOUT THEM! MAYBE You CAN
HELP PEOPLE TO UNDERSTAND WHAT A
GEM THEY'VE GOT ON THEIR DOORSTEP

GROWING THE PLANTS IN GARDENS
CAN BE A LITTLE TRICKY. SO

PRESERVING THEIR NATURAL
\—WNMENTS IS CRUCIAL.

BuT, JUST BECAUSE IT'S
DIFFICULT - DOESN'T MEAN YOU
CAN'T TRY! SCOTTISH PRIMROSES

MAKE A TINY BUT PRETTY ADDITION

To A ROCK GARDEN OR ANY
PLACE THEY CAN GROW WITHOUT

BEING OVERRUN WITH WEEDS.

THEY MIGHT NOT BE EASY
TO KEEP AROUND, BUT
| THINK THEY ‘RE WORTH IT!




JUST ALONG THE
COAST FROM HERE,
THERE'S ANOTHER
NOTABLE PLANT!

SEEN FROM
MAY - AUGUST

=

ONE OF THE
PLANT'S GAELIC
NAMES IS “T|ODHLAC
NA MARA”

WHICH MEANS
"GIFT OF THE SEA”

ALSO KNOWN AS

“ SEA BLUEBELLS" THEY'RE
CLOSELY RELATED TO FORGET-ME-NOTS

AND BORAGE

SHELTERED AND RELATIVELY F Sag
UNDISTURBED, THEY WERE ARy
FLOURISHING! :

RECENTLY, A LARGE COLONY OF AT LEAST 500
PLANTS WAS FOUND ALONG THE SHORE AT DOUNREAY




IT'S HARD TO SAY HOW
LONG THE COLONY HAS BEEN
THERE, OR HOW LONG

IT WILL LAST.

/ AND THEY USUALLY ¥
GROW IN SHELTERED

SANDY AREAS LIKE THE
DOUNREAY FORESHORE b i | . _

‘“!“D il
|||! y) R’:‘é’; BCTED BY 3 " | //IF THERE'S A SLEW OF
Y/ S AND ROCKS. £ 1 7 ROTTING SEAWEED FOR
@ ) THEM TO GROW AMONGST.
- " MORE THE BETTER!

mmm, Smells
like nutrients!

BUT THE COASTLINE IS EVER-CHANGING,
AND IT'S COMMON FOR OYSTERPLANT
COLONIES TO COME AND GO OVER TIME,

NATURAL WEATHER PATTERNS AS WELL
AS WELL AS BROADER CHANGES IN CLIMATE

WORK TO KEEP THEM ON THE MOVE! /},//

4

KEEPING TRACK OF SITES e - | \
CAN BE A CHALLENGE FOR ;' W= s
. CONSERVATIONISTS-

LUCKY THEY
i ALL LOVE
s LONG WALKS!




THEY CAN STAY DORMAN

THE SAME WEATHER EVENTS \.
THAT DISPLACE THE OYSTERPLANTS |
i IN ONE LOCATION ALSO SPREAD
[\ THEIR SEEDS TO NEW AREAS.

L /' THESE SEEDS. ALSO KNOWN AS
NUTLETS, FLOAT IN SEAWATER

UNTIL THEY LAND IN A SUITABLE
PLACE TO GERMINATE.

CONDITIONS.

SALTWATER FOR YEARS JUuST
WAITING FOR THE RIGHT

T IN

BY SEA,USUALLY THEY STAY WITHIN
LOCAL CLUSTERS CALLED META POPULATIONS.

SEVERAL SMALLER, TRANSIENT SITES
SURROUND A NJUCLEUS ropuLaTiON-

A LARGER AND MORE PERMANENT SITE FROM
WHICH SEEDS SPREAD OUT TO OTHER PLACES.

e et it
‘I——Lm
ALTHOUGH THEY'VE BEEN KNOWN &
To TRAVEL HUNDREDS OF KILOMETRES f—~y ey 2

BECAUSE THEY
DEPEND ON BAD
WEATHER TO SPREAD,
THEY HAVE A COMPLEX
RELATIONSHIP WITH
CLIMATE CHANGE.

WARMER WEATHER )
CouLD BE HARMFUL
TO INDIVIDUAL PLANT;\ BUT THE INCREASED
IN THE SUMMER- FREQUENCY OF STORMS

.._ COULD ALSO HELP THOSE
\\ POPULATIONS TO GROW!




OYSTERPLANTS DO FACE (ljk,
OTHER THREATS, THOUGH!

LIVING ON THE BEACH BUT IN SOME PLACES,
YOU MIGHT THINK THE ~~ |\ SHEEP LIKE TO STROLL
RISK OF OVERGRAZING 5 ALONG THE SAND TOO!

ON SHETLAND,
CONSERVATIONISTS HAVE
OFFERED THE PLANTS SomEg

PROTECTION FROM
HUNGRY MOUTHS —

REPURPOSED LOBSTER CREELS ARE

A DECENT DEFENCE svstem!

L)

THEY'RE ALSO PARTICULARLY
DELICIOUS TO SLUGS AND SNAILS,
WHO'VE BEEN KNOWN TO RISK
THE SALT AIR TO REACH THEM!

THE PLANTS FURTHEST FROM,
THE SEA ARE MOST AT RISK.

OYSTERPLANTS ARE EDIBLE TO

HUMANS, too - THEY GET
THEIR NAME FROM THEIR UNIGUE
SALTY TASTE, WHICH IS SAID TO

ResemBLE OYSTERS!

“THis i1s A RARE
AND FRAGILE wiLp
PLANT, SO YOU SHOULDN'T
TAKE IT FROM THE WILD.

WHY NOT BUY SOME
SEEDS AND TRY
GROWING SOME INSTEAD?

i m
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VOLUNTEERS CREATED ZINES TO
TELL STORIES ABOUT THE THREE NORTH

COAST SPECIES ON THE EDGE PLANTS.
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BUT ALL OF OUR NATIVE
WILDFLOWERS ARE

THE SCOTTISH PRIMROSE, OYSTERPLANT N\
AND PURPLE OXYTROPIS ARE ALL PRIORITY

SPECIES FOR SPECIES ON THE EDGE!

N, THEY'RE AMONG THE MOST VULNERABLE
SPECIES IN THE COUNTRY, AND REGUIRE
SPECIAL MEASURES FOR CONSERVATION.

DANDELIONS ARE A UBIQUITOUS
SIGHT DURING THE SPRING AND
SUMMER! THEY'VE BEEN VALUED FOR
CENTURIES FOR THEIR USE IN FooD
AND TRADITIONAL MEDICINE,
ONLY REALLY GAINING A REPUTATION
AS "WEEDS' IN THE 20™ CENTURY
WITH THE MASS-MARKETING OF
COMMERCIAL WEEDKILLERS.

THOUGH MANY GARDENERS VA
HERE GO TO GREAT LENGTHS To £
GET RID OF THEM, IN OTHER
PARTS OF THE WORLD THEY'RE
PPN SOUGHT-AFTER ORNAMENTAL
¢ PLANTS!

PERSONALLY, | THINK

A rievRe BEAUTIFULI

6."

i . Ry 1'D AVOID EATING THE ONES GROWING ALONG
{ ROADSIDE VERGES LIKE THIS, BUT I T'S
GOOD TO SEE THEM HERE,

NECTAR FOR BEES AND BUTTERFLIES, AND
LATER IN THE YEAR THEIR .7y

SEEDS ARE LOVED BY FINCHESs ||/, ~
7 \__‘-"' /" -

THEY'RE EDIBLE
TO HUMANS, TOO,
AND DON'T

t £

THE BUMBLEBEE CONSERVATION TRUST HAS
RECOMMENDED THAT COUNCILS MANAGE VERGES FOR
WILDFLOWERS AS A BEE HABITAT CREATION SCHEME,

FB ITS SIMPLE TO HELP IN A SIMILAR WAY
USING THE ROADSIDE To SUPPORT IN YOUR OWN GARDEN, TOO - TJUST

/L DANDELIONS CREATES A KIND OF
"NATURE HIGHWAY”, CONNECTING \\
ISOLATED POPULATIONS OF

BEES, BUTTERFLIES, AND OTHER UNLIKE MANY WILDFLOWERS,
SPECIES (INCLUDING OUR RARE DANDELIONS DON'T USUALLY

NEED ANY SPECIAL MANAGEMENT; |
LEAVE A PATCH OF GRASS TO ITS

OWN DEVICES FOR A WHILE, AND
CHANCES ARE THEY'LL TURN UP!

WHY NOT EMBRACE \ |
THEM? THE BEES WiILL | =
ST THANK YOU!




GARDENERS AND NATURE
ENTHUSIASTS FROM TONGUE
& THURSO MADE ZINES TO

SHARE THEIR APPROACHES
To GARDENING FOR

WILDLIFE!

We let the grass dnd self- héal
grow -
orchids ?

Where did 'H'Ieald
come from?

thot wasn't
theve before

and clover

1 Pu,t some cut o
in o ple here Bugs,
bees, beasties e .

fuse + W5€ B8 & was

=* and o detox Ted, bo°
bl sun o n! Mgk }
*4" andhem and shhe b
Feed any pprage’. Very
,' fe ot ilo

N\
% w

bk .. o WP o=
mEUOIJ ey F‘ ’ r.r:.,:_- 4
APeeThe Bed) ' A
om 7 - ltt . ot s
\Y\wv
ERY mpuk‘m‘i ferbers muwg

C‘Roww-C‘ Pran—s N PoTs
O HALF BARRELS oR o
‘I’/«r J L, PANS AND
.'n‘fw “C{ \,‘J’ BUCKETS

RAA - ;r Youp G4RDEN
_"‘-v—-—u—

e

| F L ]
ErnS Can rre.hg s
| O mitro-— 2
1§ ket e s : L
i PLiers, U e (9H ode on Vil phpe W
Burble 00 ouc=r nece . B P SO
Coma Jomse lhore C?c:r— 4 o loera o>\ g Lol m

~owaeo T Wowre 1 hoorn

_,-':'_.l’:L\‘

~.” LJ_1 at |/ et i
*ﬂ"‘“r-; J (-r .I r‘_% St
Bl m (Y] &> Fo e
A1 My b~ -
= e
™ O | a~d TN oS o O ‘_/_Lk(_h!' \.}W‘zﬂ o
A lowdx o bowaa Snovke 5‘&
d’ka (jv-:’(’au" N

L(Qa.{?p V\j?_o’:'l;\q o L= On- 198 W7
doe, b dv._q., O‘-J‘Oma

(j,o-f:m ?j 1'
MNwce O~e Qoles.

[2.5% o) \

% Wm.za))

m‘“'? lere ... ool




CREATING THESE
INTERCONNECTED
WILDLIFE PATHWAYS
HELPS TO SUPPORT
RESILIENCE IN
THREATENED SPECIES,

LINKING UP ISOLATED
POPULATIONS,

| SUPPOSE You CAN

THINK OF THEM A BIT
LIKE THE NORTH COAST
WALKING TRAIL T'M ON!

IF YOU'RE GOING
To TRAVEL LONG
DISTANCES, You
NEED THE RIGHT
AMENITIES ALONG
THE WAY,

SOMETIMES LETTING
THINGS GROW AND
LEAVING THEM BE IS
ENOUGH TO MAKE THAT
HAPPEN...

BUT FOR OTHER

SPECIES, WE NEED

TO BE A BIT MORE
HANDS ON!

. I'M LOOKING FOR ONE LITTLE
". ' § CREATURE IN PARTICULAR WHICH IS
BENEFITTING FROM SOME EXTRA §
SUPPORT HERE AT DUNNET...




CAITHNESS HAS THE MoST NORTHERLY UK
POPULATIONS OF THESE LITTLE INSECTS,
IN JUST A FEW ISOLATED LOCATIONS
ALONG THE COASTLINE.

v

@ LvPipo
) MINIMUS NS

MEANING THE M

SMALLEST LovE”

For SMALL BLUE BUTTERFLIES
THAT PLANT IS KIDNEY VETCH!

THEIR LIVING CONDITIONS
ARE QUITE SPECIFIC!
LIKE MANY OTHER MoTH
AND BUTTERFLY SPECIES,
THEY RELY ON ONE
DEDICATED LARVAL
FooD PLANT TO
FEED THEIR
CATERPILLARS! \T*S NON-NEGOTIABLE!

THE BUTTERFLIES LAY A SINGLE EGG ON A
KIDNEY VETCH FLOWER HEAD- IF TwO
CATERPILLARS END UP ON THE SAME

o TS FIGHT

KIDNEY VETCH IS A S N THESE AREAS HAVE

PLANT IN THE samE ' . o DWINDLED THROUGH )
| FAMILY AS PURPLE .y THE STEADY ENCROACHMENT §
| OXYTROPIS AND CAN | OF SHRUBS LIKE GORSE,

BE FOUND IN SOMEOF § | g AND AS THE KIDNEY VETCH
THE SAME CONDITIONSE | ’ HAS BEEN LOST, 50 Too

- STRETCHES OF HAVE THE BUTTERFLIES,
COASTLINE WHERE

COMPETITION FROM
OTHER PLANTS IS

LIMITED.




THiS IS THE DUNNET COMMUNITY

FOrREST BUTTERFLY

ACTUALLY, IT'S now
TwWO BANKS- THE FIRST
WAS CONSTRUCTED
IN 2024, AND THE
SECOND THE NEXT YEAR,

LUcKILY HERE IN
CAITHNESS, THE COMMUNITY
HAS STEPPED IN To HELP!

SANDY SURFACE
NUTRIENT-RICH TOP SoiL FOR PLANTING

REMOVED AND BURIED AT
THE BOTTOM OF THE BANK

QUARRY WASTE SOURCED
LoCALLY FROM BARRock

HOLE DUG IN KieNney

THE SAND

SToNE CHIFFINGS
NEXT To BanK

KIODNEY VETCH GROWS BEST IN POOR, STONY SoiL,
SO THE BANKS ARE CONSTRUCTED TO PROVIDE
THAT ENVIRONMENT OPTIMALLY,

il §
THE BUTTERFLIES BENEFIT FRom Havine A NG (5

SHRUBBY AREA NEARBY FOR SHELTER, As
THEY STRUGGLE TO FLY IN THE WIND - AND
THERE’S NO SHORTAGE OF WIND

IN CAITHNESS!

OTHER NECTAR-
RICH FLOWERS WERE
PLANTED NEARBY

THE BANK WAS PLANTED WITH MORE
THAN 100 KIDNEY VETCH PLANTS,

GROWN AND DONATED BY VOLUNTEERS

FROM SUSTAINABLY SQURCED SEED




IN EASTER ROSS,
IN 2025 WE HAD A PARTICULARLY THEY WERE SIGHTED

WARM AND DRY SPRING, WHICH FLYING AS EARLY AS
\WAS GOOD FOR THE SmaLL BLUE APRIL FOR ONLY THE
BUTTERFLY POPULATION! SECOND TIME EVER

et

MORE THAN 80 SMALL BLUES WERE
COUNTED IN ONE DAY HERE [
AT DUNNET FOREST,

"W  AND AROUND 50 IN A
N\ NEARBY SITE AT SCRABSTER!

INSECTS WIiLL HAVE Goop AND BAD YEARS _
NATURALLY, WITH THE WEATHER BEING A FACTOR, bt o Lo &
BUT THE IMPROVEMENTS To THEIR HABITAT
HAVE MATORLY CoNTRIBUTED To THE REcenT
SUCCESS OF THE BUTTERFLIES AND wiLL

HOPEFULLY CONTINUE TO DO SO OVER TIME.

PHYSICALLY GETTING OUT THERE
AND COUNTING THEM IS CRUCIAL WoORK,
LETTING CONSERVATION|STS KNOW
How SuccessFuL THEIR EFFORTS
HAVE BEEN AND WHAT MORE

NEEDS To BE DONE.

- How manNY caN
S You FIND HERE?
Y <

N )
~ e ﬁ%‘“

THE ULTIMATE GOAL OF THE SMALL BLUE BUTTERFLY B
PROTECT I5 TO CONNECT THESE SUCCESSFUL HABITATS y ;
ENABLING THE BUTTERFLIES TO SPREAD OUT ALONG

A Y

THE COASTLINE.

THERE’'S A LOT OF WORK To BE
DONE, BUT THE SUCCESSES OF THE
LAST FEW YEARS SHOWS THAT IT'S

ACHIEVABLE!



THE SUCCESS OF THE
BUTTERFLY BANKS AT
DUNNET IS PARTLY DOWN
To THE EFFORTS OF THE

TTERFL
3AN

STUDENTS IN THE

SUPPORTED LEARNING
CLASS ADVOCATED

FOR SMALL BLUE
BUTTERFLIES.

RAISING MONEY AND
AWARENESS THROUGH
CRAFT SALES, SIGN
MAKING AND LETTER
WRITING!

(W) P )
CURRENT STUDENTS
DREW STYLISED
SELF-PORTRAITS AND
SHARED THEIR THOUGHTS!

0T Oy,
Ty el
f‘% Zis \

LETTERS TO
THE KING!
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JOHN O’ GROATS ISN'T FAR
FROM HERE, WHICH MEANS

MY WALK ALONG THE NORTH L
COAST IS NEARLY AT AN END.

HMM, IT LOOKS LIKE
SOMETHING 15 GOING
ON AT THE MILL.

FLL TAKEA
QUICK LOOK.,

I DDA

WEIGHS 5y,
THE SAME AS A
20p coin!

SMALLEST
» BAT!

MEDIUM- \

) SlZED AT
THERE ARE IO ARCUND 7—83 sI;Nt)‘lw‘m FOR
IMMING Low
SPECIES OF BAT OVER BODIES OF
FOUND IN SCOTLAND, : WATER T CATEH
AND 18 IN THE WIDER ! NG-EARED FLYING INSECTS
/ UK - BUT ONLY 3 ARE o) Ve Bar
RECORDED IN CAITHNESS.  COMMON THROUGHOUT
THE Uk BUT RARER
IN NORTHERN
SCOTLAND

THE QUIETER ECHOLOCATION THEY
USE TO HUNT MOTHS GIVES THEM THE
NICKNAME "WHISPERING BAT”

7/ THE ONES LIVING
| IN THE ROOF HERE ARE
MOST LIKELY TO BE

COMMON
PIPISTRELLES,

OUR MOST
COMMON BAT.

THEY USE ECHOLOCATION BECAUSE
HUNTING IN THE DARK LEAVES THEM

IT ALSO MEANS | CAN USE
THIS BAT DETECTOR 7o FIND
THEM, AND DON'T HAVE TO RELY
ON MY C\WN BAD NIGHT VISION!

DESPITE THE SAYING "BLIND AS A
BAT", THEY ACTUALLY HAVE PRETTY
GOOD EYESIGHT - UNLIKE ME!

HuNTING AT NIGHT

ISN'T AN EASY TASK

AT THE BEST OF TIMES,
BUT THE DRASTIC RECENT

DECLINE IN INSECT NUMBERS

> (AS HIGH AS A 797. DROP
BETWEEN 2004 -2023 ACLORDING

To ONE BUGLIFE SURVEY) HAS
THREATENED SoMe BATS

WITH STARVATION!

You CAN TRY TO HELP
# THEM OUT BY GROWING

A NIGHT GARDEN ©oF

{§ NIGHT-SCENTED FLOWERS
: TO ATTRACT MORE

PIPISTRELLE
CAN EAT UP

3000

INSECTS A

o MULLEIN
Aeed
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THERE'S ONE SPECIES I'D |
LOVE TO SEE THAT T DIDN'T

S MANAGE TO GET A GLIMPSE
OF ON THIS WALK...

o

+ PLANTAIN |
LEAF BEETLE s

*1 BEEN OFFICIALLY RECORDED IN CAITHNESS
SO | DON'T KNOW FOR SURE THAT IT'S HERE.
BUT RECENT SIGHTINGS IN ORKNEY, ARGYLL
AND SHETLAND GIVE ME HOPE THAT THEY
COULD BE AROUND

SOMEWHERE!

CASE. EARNING THEM THE
NICKNAME 'PEERIE RED -
SCARRED WAN" IN
2§ SHETLAND!

A
gy
- O
y s

IN THE PLACES WE ST
KNOW THAT THEY DO LIVE
THEY'RE USUALLY FOUND
IN CLIFF -TOP GRASSLANDS
AND VEGETATED SHINGLE BEACHES.

THE BEST WAY TO SEARCH
FOR THEM IS PROBABLY BY
LOOKING OUT FOR THEIR

kNOWN FooD PLANTS —

~ IN ORKNEY THEY'VE
BEEN ASSOCIATD WITH

SEA PLANTAIN Aanp |
IVY=LEAVED TOADFLAX




I’'LL. KEEP LOOKING WHILE | WALIK ,
ALONG THIS COAST - MAYBE THE PLANTAIN

LEAF BEETLE IS HERE SOMEWHERE?
HAVE YOU SEEN IT?




|/ THE SPECIES ON THE EDGE
PROTECT IS DUE TO RUN
FROM 2023-2027
WHICH MEANS THAT JUST
LIKE MY WALK, IT'LL BE
FINISHING UP SOON!

ASTING LEGACY

il S %ka BEHIND ON THE NORTH COAST IN
R ‘. HE COMMUNITIES IT'S WORKED WITH.

l‘:

LOCAL VOLUNTEER GROUPS,STUDENTS, ORGANISATIONS, CROFTERS, GARDENERS,
ARTISTS AND WILDLIFE ENTHUSIASTS HAVE ALL TAKEN PART IN AWARENESS
PROJTECTS ALONG THE WAY, HELPING TO INCREASE PEOPLE’'S UNDERSTANDING.

TR st b i

WE CAN ALL TAKE
THAT KNOWLEDGE

AND ENTHUSIASM
FORWARD AND PROTECT
THESE SPECIES FOR

YEARS TO COME!




THIS COMIC WAS CREATED WITH THE HELP AND SUPPORT OF
PROFESSIONALS, VOLUNTEERS AND LOCAL PEOPLE WHO
PARTICIPATED IN CREATIVE WORKSHOPS AND SHARED

THEIR IDEAS. A HUGE THANK YOU TO...

Louise Senior Rob Christie

Sarah Bird  Garance Warburton
Donald Mitchell Ruth WE.'ttS

Mary Legg Bea Ayling

Paul Castle Alysia Akerman

Oliver Moore

And all the participants at our creative
workshops over the summer!

Durness Primary School
Farr High School
Caithness Young Creatives Comic Club
Tongue Gardening Group
Thurso Library visitors
Dounreay Green Network
RSPB staff and volunteers
UHI Small Blue Ambassador School
Dunnet Community Forest Green
Gym volunteers
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Species on the Edde is a multi-partner species conservation programme.
We're working with communities across Scotland’s coasts and islands to
secure a future for our nationally and internationally vulnerable species.
Funded by The National Lottery Heritage Fund, the partnership consists of
Amphibian and Reptile Conservation, Bat Conservation Trust, Buglife,
Bumblebee Conservation Trust, Butterfly Conservation, NatureScot,
Plantlife, and RSPB Scotland.

Usind money raised by National Lottery players, The National Lottery Heritage
Fund supports projects that connect people and communities with the UK’s heritage.
Species on the Edge is made possible with The National Lottery Heritage Fund.

Aimee Lockwood is an illustrator, comic maker and creative workshop facillitator based in
Thurso, Caithness. www.aimeelockwood.co.uk
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The North Coast Species on the Edge comic tells
the tale of some of our most precious wildlife.

Artist Aimee Lockwood draws on research
carried out in summer 2025 with communities
across North Sutherland and Caithness
to narrate the stories of species who are
endandered, overlooked or even shunned.

She hidhlights the work that local people
are doind - and that you can do too -
to help ensure these special creatures can
continue to make their home on
the windswept north coast.
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